
The history of Forsbacka Gård 

From tilthammer to golfclubs

 
The mansion was built in 1818.  

Forsbacka Golfklubb is a golfclub ruled by its members and a nonprofit atlethic club.  

The manor Forsbacka Gård is owned by the club consists of several listed buildings from year 1700-1850. 

The hotel called “Jägmästarflygeln” roughly translated to the hunters flat, is one of them. All the rooms are 

decorated accordingly, to keep the spirit of that time.  

 

Forsbacka during three centuries 

1686 the magistrate Ulrich von Bremen applies to Åmål municipality regarding a premission to construngt 

a tilthammer by a waterfall in Mo parish.   

1690 a road was built to Åmål. The road was constructed of birch twigs and sand, to keep it steady and ”by 

carriage and cart we may come ahead”. The tilthammer was built in 1696 and the following year the 

business started. The cause of the delay eas a quarrel between the foundry proprietor Lindorth and the 

mayor of Åmål, Magnus Eneroth.  

1718  the ”coal-war” breaks out between the foundry proprietors of Forsbacka and mayor Anders Åberg of 

Åmål who sprouted a melting work for copper in Åmål. The quarrel continues since the location of the 

railroad in 1720-1730 affects the rent of the iron-sheds in the harbour of Åmål. At quarrel starts at 

Forsbacka Gård as well as it is proved that several of the workers has stolen and sold of iron from their 

governor. They blacksmiths were also accused of drinking beer and aquavit at the works and therefor 

neglected their work.  

 

1725 the main house burned down. A new one was constructed in 1747. The then existing owner Ekerman 

also let built two additional buildings, one in 1788 and one in 1791. Both are still standing at the 

establishment.   

1791 new iron works were established.  
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1816 Forsbacka Gård held 47 horses, 2 oxes, 170 cows, 56 young animals och 331 sheep.  

1818 the now existing mansion was built. The owner were heirs of A. P. Otterdahl, who were considered to 

be one of the richest men in Gothenburg.  

1840  lancashire-forging were introduced at Forsbacka. 

1843 the iron works of Hanefors and Forsbacka were united.  

1850 the estate were at its largest. The area was in total 8-9000 hectare.  

1860 and the following years, classes in forging were held. Pupils came from all over Sweden, for example 

Värmland, Dalarna and Västmanland.  

1870 the iron works engaged about one hundred men in the forges. The salaries were for that time good. A 

blacksmith earned 1.200-1.800 swedish crownes a year (approximately 77.100-115.700 crownes in 2017). 

A forging-farmhand earned 700-900 crownes a year (approximately 45.000-57.800 crownes in 2017).  

1880 and following years, large areas of the estate were sold. Only 3000 hectares remained. Already in 

1780 bad business had led to a bankruptcy.  

1884 the forging stopped and was shut down. The blacksmiths who had worked at the estate moved to 

different places, and many of them emigrated to America. The largest family who moved to America were 

called Aldrin- maybe Edwin Aldrin the first man on the moon originates from Forsbacka? . 

1890 the estate were sold to a company intrested in running agriculture, mill-works and other businesses.  

1900 the business stopped and the estate was sold once more, this time to his Royal Highness and Crown.  

1925 Forsbacka was bought by the city of Åmål. The price was 141.600 crownes. (approximately 400.000 

crownes 2017).  

1969 Forsbacka was sold from Åmåls municipality to the golfclub.  

2000 the golfclub bought the whole estate from Åmål municipality.  

 


